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It all started in one of our great 
western forests, right here in the 
Lincoln National Forest in New 
Mexico. It was hot that May! 

There was a little brown-colored bear 
cub that would leave his mother while 
she was dozing. He liked to play in 
the green meadow. As the month 
of May wore on, the green grass 
turned brown in the dry heat. Sticks 
and pine needles were so dry, they 
snapped like popcorn under his feet. 
The forest was ripe for disaster!

Then it happened; some careless 
person flipped a lighted match, or 
left his campfire burning, or forgot to 
crush out his cigarette. One careless 
person, plus one little spark, started 
the whole thing. Suddenly, the little 
spark became a flame! Then with the 
help of the wind, a patch of grass 
began to blaze! Quickly it spread, until 
the flame became a roaring forest fire!

The man in the lookout tower 
spotted the rising smoke, and he 
quickly pinpointed the blaze. Then he 
called the ranger station. Firefighters 
and heavy equipment rushed to the 
scene, but the going was pretty 
rough. A lot of hard work had to be 
done before the firefighters could 

get to the blaze. When they arrived, 
the bulldozers plowed wide firelines, 
trying their best to stop the on 
rushing red fury! But the wind blew 
burning brush across the fireline, and 
the fire crossed the line! 

Birds and animals panicked as the 
flames roared along. In the heat 
and smoke, some were confused, so 
confused they ran straight into the 
fire! Animals ran as fast as they 
could from the fire; even then some 
did not make it, for a forest fire can 
sometimes outspeed 
a deer or a rabbit!

More equipment and 
men were needed to 
stop the fire. Ranchers 
and woodsmen 
joined the firelines. 
Soldiers were 
brought in from 
Fort Bliss, Texas 
to fight the 
great blaze. 
They were all there fighting to end the 
work of just one careless person.

When finally the blaze was controlled 
and the fire put out, the soldiers 
looked around and the only other living 
thing they saw was a badly burned 
bear cub. He was clinging terrified 

to a charred tree limb.  

(From the USDA Comic Book)
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Gently, they helped him 
down. The men carried the 
little cub through the burned 
out forest that once was his home. 

This had been a 
big forest fire, and 

a great loss to our 
country. Five days were 

required to get it under control. 
Five days in which over 17,000 acres 
of timber were burned, countless 
animals killed, grass scorched and 
the water producing and storage 
capacity of the land badly hurt.

So they took the small cub from 
his ruined home. Forest rangers, 
veterinarians and wardens from 
the New Mexico Game and Fish 
Department treated his wounds 
and burns. His feet were carefully 
bandaged. He was fed baby food to 
stem his hunger. Day by day the kind 
treatment paid off, he was getting 
better. Soon they were to take off his 
bandages; his hair grew back over his 
burned spots. He became well.

Then the little bear cub got a name 
. . . Smokey! He became pretty 
well known. Since his home was 
destroyed, Smokey was put on a 
plane and flown across the country 
to the capitol in Washington, DC. 
When he landed at the airport, he 
was met by press photographers and 
reporters. People crowded around to 
see Smokey, Smokey Bear. Someone 
put a forest ranger hat on him, just 
like in the posters. 

Smokey posed for more posters. 
The posters were everywhere. He 
even became a star on radio and 
television. Soon he will get a new 
home in the Washington Zoo and he 
will never be lonely again.

As Smokey grew up, he had something 
to tell folks, and he still tells them 
the same thing. Smokey tells them 
how he hates forest fires; how they 
destroy his animal friends; how they 
burn up timber that could have been 
used to make homes; how they waste 
wood that could have gone into 
furniture, or even making paper to 
print comic books. And Smokey tells 
how fire destroys good clean water 
that we need to make things live and 
grow; how it scorches the grass many 
animals need for food. 

Smokey wants to make sure 
everybody is careful in the forest with 
matches, holding them until cold; 
that every camper puts out his fire, 
dead out; that no cigarette is tossed 
on the ground, but is crushed out! 

That’s a lot of work for one bear! 
By telling Smokey’s story, now you 
know why Smokey is out to end all 
forest fires. If we listen to Smokey, 
no other cubs will suffer the way 
he did, orphaned, burned and made 
homeless by fire. Let’s all remember 
what Smokey says . . .  

 

Only YOU can  
prevent wildfires.
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I love visiting our State Parks & 

Forests. Remember, always be on 

the look-out for wildfires. 

 Your friend,

What are some things you should do if you see a fire 
or someone playing with matches?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 



5

j k L N O I U y F B F I R e W O R k S D G y H j 
D I B L P M A N I M A L S G T S x v N L I M y N 
O R U C S S P A R k S j M R e C A L P e R I F k 
O U C T F H L k e O G F R W Q A F L A M e S G F 
W e k C F O B y F U C I M N H y T R F v P D S H 
j I e O P M H N I B G k T R e T A W S A R Z x R 
M A T C H e S k G L O I e H T P L k R M e N H e 
G T F C D e R F H O S e U T O H j k L I v H N G 
G e R D C H U N T N F I R e S P L M j U e B G N 
v F k C D e S W e Z W S L G y e U y I M N k L A 
k M H A G v C F R D T G B e R j I e H P T M j R 
F I R e R I N G H N j U k S A N H k F e I S A T 
S R e H S I U G N I T x e P M v N O G v O D C S 
T y U I B U R N I N G F v B N M e M C F N G T e 
N e I G H B O R H O O D A Q Z A Q S M O k e v R 
T P L S R e T T U G y v F T R C D e x S W B H O 
N j I k O L S H O v e L G v B G F H j U j k M F 
Fire Burning Flames Firefighter
Matches Smoke  Forest Ranger
Fireworks Rockets Sparklers Prevention
Wood  Fire Ring Sparks Water
Leaves Gutters Rake Hose
Animals Smokey Shovel Bucket
Neighborhood Home  Fireplace Extinguisher 

Smokey’s friends never play with 

fireworks. Remember, only you  

can prevent wildfires! 

 
 From,

Help Smokey circle the words to prevent a wildfire.  
Some are spelled forwards or backwords, and even 
vertical, horizontal or diagonal.
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Firefighters work hard to  

protect people, homes, and  

forests from wildfires.  

Thanks for keeping us safe!
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Wildfires can harm more than 

just trees. Unfortunately, they 

can destroy homes too!  

 Yours truly,

Circle the 8 hazards in this picture!
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Draw a picture of these things in the correct place 
to help make sure this campfire is safe.
Tent 
Water
Rocks or campfire ring
People
Shovel
Matches
Garbage
Leaves & pine needles

One of my favorite things to 

do is roast marshmallows 

over warm campfire.  

Wish you were here!
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Circle 5 things that represent a BAD fire. 

People who burn leaves and 

garbage cause most wildfires.  

Try composting or recycling instead! 

 Thanks, 

Plastics

& Garbage

Burning Permit
__  ______ ___
___  __   ____

_____________
_  _______  ____

___   __   ____
____  ____  ____
 ____  ___  ____
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When the weather is windy and 

dry, even sparks from vehicles 

can cause a wildfire.  

 Be safe,

Brule River 

Governor 
Knowles

Black 
River

Coulee
Kettle Moraine - 
Northern Unit

Kettle Moraine - 
Southern Unit

Point Beach

Havenwoods

Peshtigo River
Flambeau
River    

Northern Highland -
American Legion

Lapham Peak

Pike 
Lake Harrington Beach

Kohler Andrae

Lakeshore

Big Foot BeachBrowntown-
Cadiz 
Springs

Bong
New Glarus 
Woods

Belmont 
Mound

Yellowstone Lake

Nelson Dewey

Gov. Dodge

Tower Hill
Natural Bridge

Wildcat Mountain

Copper Culture

Gov. Thompson

Mill 
BluffPerot

Merrick
Roche-A-Cri High 

Cliff

Hartman 
Creek

Heritage Hill

Potawatomi

Fischer Creek

Rib Mountain

Brunet Island

Straight Lake

Lake Wissota

Copper Falls

Big BayAmnicon Falls

Pattison

Interstate
Chippewa

MoraineWillow 
River

Kinnickinnic
Hoffman Hills

Council 
Grounds

Whitefish 
Dunes

Newport

Peninsula

Rock Island

Buckthorn
Rocky Arbor

Mirror Lake Devil’s Lake
Gov. Nelson

Aztalan

Loew Lake

Lake Kegonsa

Capital Spgs
Blue
MoundsWyalusing

State Forests
State Parks
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Date:________

      L
ocation:

    ______________

  ______________

______________

        
Date:________

      L
ocation:

    ______________

  ______________

______________

        
Date:________

      L
ocation:

    ______________

  ______________

______________

        
Date:________

      L
ocation:

    ______________

  ______________

______________

        
Date:________

      L
ocation:

    ______________

  ______________

______________

        
Date:________

      L
ocation:

    ______________

  ______________

______________

        
Date:________

      L
ocation:

    ______________

  ______________

______________

        
Date:________

      L
ocation:

    ______________

  ______________

______________

        
Date:________

      L
ocation:

    ______________

  ______________

______________

        
Date:________

      L
ocation:

    ______________

  ______________

______________

        
Date:________

      L
ocation:

    ______________

  ______________

______________

        
Date:________

      L
ocation:

    ______________

  ______________

______________

As you visit a State Park, State Forest, or favorite 
campground write down where you visited! 
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Page 7 
Find the Fire hazards
1. Child playing with matches
2. Unattended fire
3. Unraked leaves
4. Overgrown, unpruned shrubbery
5. Firewood stored too close to house
6.  Dead branches overhanging roof
7. Debris on roof
8. No chimney screen

Page 8
Draw a picture of these things 
in the correct place  to help 
make this campfire safe.
4 Keep the tent far away 

from heat and flames
4 Clear an area around your fire
4 Have a bucket of water 

and a shovel or rake 
at the campsite

4 Make sure the fire is 
contained by rocks 
or in a fire ring. 

4 Always have an adult around
4 Matches should only 

be used by adults
 4 Never burn garbage . . . 

pack it out instead!

Page 9 
Fire is a tool, not a toy
Bad fire images: gasoline, wind,  

fire danger sign, plastics/garbage, 
house burning

Good fire images: burning permit, 
water, shovel/rake, snow, firefighter

Page 6

Page 4
What are some things you should 
do if you see a fire or someone 
playing with matches?
4 Tell a parent or another adult
4 Dial 911 or call the fire department
4 Do not try to put a fire out yourself
4 Take matches away from smaller children

Page 5 
WildFire Word Find

(Dont Peek!!)



________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________




